
 ​South Cook Intermediate Service Center  
School Closure Resources 

 

Free Resources To Use With Students During School Closures 

#kidlitquarantine​- Authors and Illustrators are jumping in to help out! Under the hashtag 
#kidlitquarantine there are read alouds, drawing activities, and writing activities available for 
students by their favorite authors. ​(All ages) ​List of authors who are participating and 
activities/times​, ​centralized calendar 

Google Lit Virtual Field Trips based on books​-​ ​Lit Trips are downloadable files that mark the 
journeys of characters from famous literature on the surface of Google Earth. Along the 
way, placemarks with pop-up windows contain "just in time" resources including relevant 
media, thought-provoking discussion starters, and links to supplementary information about 
"real world" references in that portion of the story. ​(all ages) 

Illinois Digital Educator Alliance​- ​The IDEA staff has been gathering suggestions and resources 
to support you during your planning and preparation for possible e-learning within your 
districts ​(all ages) 

Smekens Literacy Lessons​- Access to free, ready-to-use mini-lesson videos. Developed in 
response to school closures caused by COVID-19, this growing collection of K-12 reading and 
writing lessons allows teachers to share videos directly with students. All of the lessons are 
being developed by the literacy experts at​ ​Smekens Education​, a fully-vetted Technical 
Assistance Partner with the Indiana Department of Education. ​(K-12) 

Jennifer Findley-​free remote home learning resources for 4th and 5th graders that are 
printable. Some of these resources are forever freebies and some are free for a limited time to 
help ease the stress and help you plan for your students.​ ​ (4-5) 

At Home Learning Resources​- Grades 2-5 Join the freebie vault to access 4 weeks of FREE 
resources to use for your distance learning plans while schools are closed. ​(2-5) 

Readworks​- Comprehension passages at different lexile levels with questions- always free 
(K-12)  

Audible-​an incredible collection of stories, including titles across six different languages, 

Lalilo​ Students work on adaptive exercises in phonics, word recognition, and comprehension. 
(K-2) 

Times for Kids​ Articles for students to read and interact with​ (K-6) 

Scholastic Free Virtual Learning​- Day by day projects to keep kids reading, thinking and 
growing ​(Pre-K-6+) 

Starfall​- Grades Pre-K through 2nd- free resources for phonics and read-along stories 

 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/kidlitquarantine?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Ehashtag
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MrM7Ypu3uoEEwbyLQ6sxkx8d-sePrP2J64WQrb6dNfI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MrM7Ypu3uoEEwbyLQ6sxkx8d-sePrP2J64WQrb6dNfI/edit
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=kidlitevent@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York&fbclid=IwAR32dROSDdl5M54X07e6uuK31uYmq2jfjtHf0KqxV4O3Tk-Anllc51Jz8hU&pli=1
https://www.googlelittrips.org/
https://ideaillinois.org/Home-Learning
https://www.smekenseducation.com/literacy-lessons.html
https://www.smekenseducation.com/
https://www.smekenseducation.com/
https://jenniferfindley.com/free-remote-home-learning-resources-for-4th-and-5th-grade/
https://athomelearning.chalkandapples.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://www.lalilo.com/
https://www.timeforkids.com/
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html
https://www.starfall.com/h/
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(Pre-K-2) 

NewsELA​- Free access for the remainder of the year ​(K-12) 

Read, Wonder, and Learn! Favorite Authors & Illustrators Share Resources for Learning 
Anywhere- Spring 2020​- Kate Messner ​(all ages) 

Learning A-Z​- All parts of Learning A-Z are available free trials for 14 days ​(K-6) 

ReadAskChat​ is  sharing a code so PreK and K families can have access to their digital library 
through April: 5RVLD4  ​(Pre-K - K) 

Discovery Education​- Free access for the remainder of the year- must fill out a form for school 
districts ​(K-12) 

BrainPop-​ Free access for the remainder of the year, schools must apply ​(K-8) 

ABC Mouse & Adventure Academy​- Schools can apply to receive free access until the end of 
the year ​(Pre-K-8) 

Moby Max​- Online Learning- free for the remainder of the year, schools must request access 
(K-8) 

Storyline Online​- Free literacy program where actors read to children, this is always a free 
resource ​(Pre-K-8) 

Kahoot-​Free access to all Kahoot features ​(K-8) 

Ben Clanton FB Live Author Visit- Author of Narwhal and Jelly will be doing a free author visit 
on ​March 18 at 11 am​ pst and ​March 20 at 2pm  

FCPS​- Fairfax County Public Schools- List of Activities for their students ​(K-6) 

Albert​-​Thousands of standards-aligned practice questions for grades 6-12. Curriculum coverage 
of ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies, AP, SAT®, ACT®, Regents, STAAR, and Common Core 
needs. Albert is providing extended free pilot licenses for schools impacted by COVID-19.​ ​ ​(6-12) 

PHET-​ Interactive Simulations for Elementary through High School​ (3-12) 

EPIC​- Free digital library for students - this is always a free resource ​(K-12) 

Tynker​- ​Tynker offers a complete online computer coding curriculum for students K-8. 
Teachers can get free lessons, projects, and more on the site. ​(K-12) 

120 Free Math and Literacy Games​ ​(K-2) 

Vooks​- kid-safe online streaming library of read-aloud animated storybooks, free for one year 
for teachers ​(Pre-K-3) 

 

https://newsela.com/
https://www.katemessner.com/read-wonder-and-learn-favorite-authors-illustrators-share-resources-for-learning-anywhere-spring-2020/
https://www.katemessner.com/read-wonder-and-learn-favorite-authors-illustrators-share-resources-for-learning-anywhere-spring-2020/
https://accounts.learninga-z.com/accountsweb/marketing/allInOne.do?campaign=LAZHOMEtile&_ga=2.250040911.817419914.1584277931-760357099.1583851360
https://readaskchat.net/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/coronavirus-response/
https://educators.brainpop.com/2020/02/19/free-brainpop-access-for-schools-affected-by-the-corona-virus/?utm_source=organic&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=coronavirus&utm_content=free-access
https://www.ageoflearning.com/schools
http://press.mobymax.com/mobymax-to-provide-all-k-8-schools-and-school-districts-closed-by-covid-19-with-free-internet-learning-software
http://storylineonline.net/
https://kahoot.com/blog/2020/02/27/kahoot-free-access-schools-higher-education-coronavirus/
https://www.facebook.com/events/190785292224208/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1856341974500700
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/continuity-learning-plan/elementary-school-continuity-learning-plan
https://www.albert.io/
https://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulations/category/by-level/elementary-school
https://www.getepic.com/
https://mailchi.mp/tynker/in-support-of-schools-facing-health-related-closure
https://www.themeasuredmom.com/product/120-print-play-math-literacy-games-k-2/
https://www.vooks.com/teacher-appreciation
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Khan Academy​- Online learning website. They also created a ​Daily schedule for students 4-18 
(Pre-K-12) 

No More Flashcards​-Resources and Ideas for Pre-K Students-​(Pre-K) 

Lakeshore Learning​- Free resource pages for all subject areas ​(K-5) 

BreakoutEDU​- DIgital educational games students can play at home ​(K-12) 

Nearpod​- Free online learning ​(K-12) 

Peekapak​ - A gamified SEL resource with a focus on application of skills, reading, and ELA 
standards. 
Leader in Me ​- SEL Sample Lesson​s- scroll down  ​(K-8) 
SEL ​SEL Teacher Resource page with free curriculum and other resources ​(all ages) 

Opinion Writing​- Video lessons by Jamie Sears- ​In the lessons she reads a mentor text, teaches 
a lesson, models how to fill in the graphic organizer and gives students a daily task to complete.  
(2-5) 

YouCubed:​ A variety of free tasks and more that can be used with students ​(K-12) 

Virtual School Activities​ - A collection of sites to live webcams, virtual tours/trips, and other 
miscellaneous fun educational sites.  (This site is updated every few days) ​(all ages) 
 
Free Virtual Field Trips​- ​(all ages) 

Resources for English Learners​ ​ (all ages) 

ISBE’s Continuing Education Resources​ (Scroll down the page) 

ISBE’s Open Educational Resources​ 

Studies Weekly-​ Free access to all studies weekly curriculum. Their ​online platform includes all 
student editions, Teacher Editions, lesson plans, English Language Arts integrations, and 
customizable assessments, and pairs with the company’s periodical-based printed materials. 

Together When Apart​ ​Each week, they release a new week-long, interdisciplinary inquiry for 
early and intermediate learners that explores the question: How can we stay connected when 
we're apart? 

Education Companies Offering Free Subscriptions due to School Closings 

Resources for Art 

 

https://khanacademy.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360040167432-How-can-Khan-Academy-be-used-for-remote-learning-during-school-closures-
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wB8a2Hz5olGI7Rks0GB3BHHmEAZ9TYyUZelTRMhfFoM/preview?fbclid=IwAR2dtkrT3z1lZbj9NyOdUkt1tBYxxz3T8wJdnbCAMFnlnlk0p6jp08fPQz8
https://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2020/03/learning-at-home-during-coronavirus-school-closures.html
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/resources/free-resources
https://www.breakoutedu.com/funathome
https://nearpod.com/coronavirus
http://www.peekapak.com/schoolclosures
https://www.leaderinme.org/student-leadership-guides/#section8
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pNZEqNNP1tT1S8-1iIta_ZxQbI7FHorU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10izW1MvKMrepL5O4eXNWO55MakOmgcHA/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youcubed.org/tasks/
https://virtualschoolactivities.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SvIdgTx9djKO6SjyvPDsoGlkgE3iExmi3qh2KRRku_w/mobilebasic
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/EL-Resources-E-learning-plans.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/ContinueEDResources.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Search-Results_Resources.aspx
https://app.studiesweekly.com/online/free_trial?utm_campaign=COVID%20Studies%20Weekly%20Online%20Access%202020&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9IREb_gpYNEaUyC2Xqxr_KLFT65H9ata72g3Bm2tExhY0HqErehhDddrPJAYtUkkwiIzOHCfqQDwnevwyHE5aWhKyyQA&_hsmi=84814625&utm_source=hs_email&utm_content=84814625&hsCtaTracking=0d1eac5d-db4e-49a1-997b-7def94dfa860%7C2e0a003b-f708-4407-8934-53fc5c3fb8e6
https://www.inquired.org/distancelearning
http://www.amazingeducationalresources.com/
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Art & Craft Tutorials with McHarper Manor​ (Visual Arts Studio in Ohio)- Everyday at 1pm ​(all 
ages) 

Art for Kids Hub​ on YouTube every Thursday ​(K-6) 

Resources for Math 

Prodigy​ Adaptive math practice wrapped in role-playing adventure ​(1-8) 

Illustrative Mathematics​: free resources (tasks aligned to content standards) that can be printed 
and used with students ​(K-12) 

DreamBox Learning​- Online Math Learning free for 90 days ​(K-8) 

CueThink​ -Social approach to problem-solving promotes deep math learning ​(5-12) 

Math Score​- adaptive math activities ​(K-12) 

Resources for PE and Health 

Yoga Ed Youtube Channel​ ​– Yoga for Children 

Alo Yoga Youtube Channel​ ​– Yoga for Children 

OMTastic Yoga Free Yoga Resources for Children and Families 

PE Remote Learning Welet Resources 

OPEN - Online Physical Education Network  

Cosmic Kids Yoga​ Yoga, mindfulness and relaxation designed specially for kids aged 3+ 

Resources for Science 

Science with a Side of Awesome​ – Crash Course Kids YouTube 

NIU Stem Read​- ​STEM Read uses online programs to inspire readers to learn more about the 
science, technology, engineering, and math concepts in popular fiction. ​(K-12) 

Digital Rainforest Project for Google Classroom​-​Use technology to give students a fun, 
interactive to show off what they research about Rainforest Animals! Google Classroom project 
is great for school closure or at home learning. This DIGITAL differentiated Rainforest Animal 
Research project helps reach the needs of all students while providing rigorous and engaging 
learning experiences​ ​ (1-2) 

 

https://www.mcharpermanor.com/post/supply-list-for-our-first-week-of-projects
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub
https://www.prodigygame.com/
https://www.illustrativemathematics.org/free-resources/
https://www.dreambox.com/
https://www.cuethink.com/
http://www.mathscore.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZkbiujyDoXqoPPr5D74I7A/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJEi1foUiGObzzQM3QA2H5A/search?query=kids
https://www.omtastic-yoga.com/free-resources/
https://wakelet.com/wake/57e6d4e0-1a84-4116-867f-b7b8efbf5298
https://openphysed.org/activeschools/activehome
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcoursekids
https://stemread.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hl2tTdFIzUVvMP4WiCg-HSgQ7rvqEVJI?usp=sharing
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Mystery Science​- Free K-5 mini lessons available- schools can gain access to all mystery 
science for the remainder of the school year if they apply. ​(K-5) 

Illinois Department of Natural Resource Lessons​ ​(K-12) 

Mosa Mack Science​ - Engaging design challenges turn kids into actual science detectives. ​(4-8) 

Best Science Websites​ ​(6-12) 

Resources for Social Science 

iCivics​ - Exceptionally well-designed games, lesson plans demystify government ​(6-12) 

Resources for Multilingual Students 

Supporting Multilingual Learners​-Larry Ferlazzo  

Audible-​an incredible collection of stories, including titles across six different languages, 

Teaching Multilingual Learners Online 

WIDA Global Community - Online Learning Ideas 

Resources for Special Education 

Apps to Help Special Needs Students Learn at Home 

Council for Exceptional Children FREE Membership 

Resources for Learning Packets 

“LEARNING PACKETS” FOR STUDENTS DURING SCHOOL CLOSURES​-this site is often updated 
with new districts being added ​(K-12) 

FOX LAKE GRADE SCHOOL DISTRICT 114​  scroll down to the middle of the page ​(K-8)  

Grade Level Resource Folders​ ​(PK-12) 

Resources for Teachers and Families 

Comcast Internet Essentials Program​- Free for low-income customers for 60 days ​(all families) 

LTC PDF of Resources for Parents 

Jennifer Seravllo Blog Post​- ​If you’re teaching remotely for the first time, support is available 
right now from Jennifer Serravallo. Read “14 Ideas on Remote Learning from Jennifer 
Serravallo and Friends” to get her thinking on everything from: 

● how to get going with digital instruction 
● what essential supplies students will need 

 

https://mysteryscience.com/school-closure-planning
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/education/Pages/LessonCD.aspx
https://mosamack.com/
https://www.weareteachers.com/best-science-websites/?utm_source=WAT_MDR&utm_medium=Enews&utm_campaign=WAT_Enews03252020
https://www.icivics.org/
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/classroom_qa_with_larry_ferlazzo/2020/03/supporting_multilingual_learners_through_the_storm_of_covid-19.html
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/isc/newsletter/teaching-multilingual-learners-online
https://flipgrid.com/widaglobal2020
https://www.edutopia.org/article/apps-students-special-needs-school-buildings-shutter
https://www.cec.sped.org/Membership
https://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2020/03/17/learning-packets-for-students-during-school-closures/
https://www.d114.org/remote-learning
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jLadDWfBO9OYrNmLzB8hGSikOHJd6IV9
https://www.internetessentials.com/covid19
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBsaQeJ02UDM3yrp5YQwIYgvsxj1A6gk/view
https://blog.heinemann.com/14-ideas-remote-learning-jennifer-serravallo?utm_campaign=2020_S_Serravallo&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=85531912&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_rbvMRVsAkczC1piNRM7k3XNDcVpWtxag0V7jX9Cph7JoXQcKwdXhFBMDjy1SGj_JabXJaiAsrqbyAKqP4xb4MERjNXw&_hsmi=85531912
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● how to keep instructional simple and effective​. 

PBS Learning Media​- WTTW and PBS have curated FREE, standards-aligned videos, 
interactives, lesson plans, and more just for Illinois teachers like you. 

Calm​- ​free of charge tools to take care of our minds and stay grounded. Enjoy this curation of 
content hand-picked to support your mental and emotional wellness through this time. And 
check back soon as we'll be updating these resources regularly. ​(all ages) 

Parent’s Guide to using Google Classroom 2020​ ​(families) 

IL_ELACom-​ They created a curation of some of the best items they have seen to work with 
students virtually.  ​(districts) 

105 Tools for Distance Learning & Strategies for Student Engagement​ ​(K-12) 

Edpuzzle​-​Choose a video, give it your magic touch and track your students' 
comprehension.​(teachers) 

Google Support Resources​- distant learning resources​ ​(teachers) 

Book Creator​- Edtech tool- Online book creator all features free for now ​(K-12) 

Read the World​- Digital Learning Support for teachers and families​ (all ages) 

Elematari-​ Bring writing alive- free license for districts until May 2020 ​(K-12) 

Explain Everything​- Edtech tool- Free extended access ​(K-12) 

WeareTeachers​- Online post with 60 resources to use for school closures ​(K-12) 

Educational companies offering free subscriptions and online content​ ​(K-12) 

Educational Resources for School Closing​- Online group that compiled a list, there is also a 
facebook group to follow called ​Educator Temporary School Closure for Online Learning 
(teachers) 

Ideas for Home Learning​ The IL Digital Educators Alliance has been gathering suggestions and 
resources to support you during your planning and preparation for e-learning.. ​(teachers) 

ISBE Coronavirus Guidance​ ​(districts) 

ISBE Continuing Education Resources​ ​(districts) 

 
 

 

https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://www.calm.com/blog/take-a-deep-breath?utm_source=lifecycle&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=difficult_times_nonsubs_031720
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PDVZvie0DnFbFEVFB8U3j89o1mD5BCUXTE6ymbb9y_k/mobilepresent?slide=id.p6
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1evYD9XM-_mGXTz91yRw-jzqzQj-ZM7x07_wmvowoMnY/htmlview#
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html
https://blog.edpuzzle.com/teaching-today/edpuzzle-remote-learning-coronavirus/
https://edu.google.com/latest-news/covid-19-support-resources/?modal_active=none&topic=view-all
https://bookcreator.com/2020/03/support-for-schools-affected-by-coronavirus/
https://sites.google.com/view/rtwdistancelearning/home
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJ1LAywQdwvNKN_SpsypVA48XOaoCTQoGhuaP7e12fgwPnWA/viewform
https://explaineverything.com/keep-calm-and-teach-online-free-explain-everything-for-closed-schools/?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=Referral&utm_campaign=KeepCalmTeachOnline
https://www.weareteachers.com/free-online-learning-resources/
https://swingeducation.com/resources/education-companies-offering-free-subscriptions-and-content-online/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1t3r618pd8MAi6V87dG2D66PtiKoHdHusBpjPKXgm36w/htmlview?sle=true#gid=0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Temporaryschoolclosuresupport/?notif_id=1583892698579939&notif_t=group_r2j_approved
https://ideaillinois.org/Home-Learning
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/covid19.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/ContinueEDResources.aspx

